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CALL FOR PAPERS

Special issue on Continuing Professional Development

The editors invite authors to contribute to a special issue with the following research focus:
Continuing professional development and the early years workforce

Despite the policy rhetoric of ‘lifelong learning’ and ‘learning across the lifespan’, and despite a
general acceptance of the need for continuing professional development (CPD) in the light of rapid
changes in the social context of early childhood education and care, few studies have looked
critically at the opportunities open to early years practitioners in this respect. How is CPD defined
and debated by various stakeholders in the ECEC system? Do all members of the early years
workforce have similar entitlements and access to CPD? How can CPD support practitioners in
ongoing and centre-based reflective practices? Does participation contribute to career
advancement? What is the balance between political and reform-driven, practice-driven and
profession-driven topics? What kinds of CPD are particularly effective and supportive? These are
just some of the issues that may help to illuminate different understandings, discourses, policy
approaches, opportunities for participation and practitioner perspectives.

We welcome papers with a research focus on CPD issues, procedures and processes,
contextualising these within current policy frameworks and goals. Each article should be around
5000 words in length. It is planned to include these papers in the July 2013 issue of the journal.
The submission date for papers is 15" September 2012. All submissions are peer reviewed.

Manuscripts for Early Years — An International Journal of Research and Development are
submitted online at the ScholarOne Manuscripts site: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ceye

Instructions for Authors can be found on the journal website:
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/carfax/09575146.html

If you have any queries, please contact one of the Early Years editors:

Liz Brooker, University of London Institute of Education, UK, e.brooker@ioe.ac.uk
Pamela Oberhuemer, Staatsinstitut fir Frihpadagogik (IFP), Munich, Germany,
pamela@oberhuemer.com

Rod Parker-Rees, Plymouth University, UK, rparker-rees@plymouth.ac.uk
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